Uninsured maternity clients: a concern for quality.
Differences among demographic characteristics, health status indicators, and resource use of maternity clients privately insured, insured through public entitlement funds, or uninsured were examined in a public hospital. The uninsured were in their early twenties, black (44%), single (52%), lived in the central city area, employed in service occupations without health care benefits, and either sought prenatal care later in the pregnancy or not at all. Compared with the privately insured, the uninsured had more lifestyle risks. The uninsured women had a shorter hospital stay with more maternal complications. Insurance coverage and prenatal care were positive predictors of birth weight and lifestyle risk factors detracted. Length of stay was not influenced by insurance coverage but rather by health problems before delivery. Earlier discharge of the uninsured patients suggest the need for quality of care monitoring and outreach programs.